DEMOCRATIC  CONVENTION. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  YOUNG  MEN’S 
CONGRESSIONAL  CONVENTION, 
held  In  the  borough  of  Warren,  on  the  4th  day  of 
September, 'composed  of  delegates  from 
the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford, 

Yenango  and  Warren. 


The  convention  assembled  at  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Chapel  in  said  borough,  at 
11  o’clock  A.  M.  and  proceeded  to  a  pro 
tempore  arganization,  by  appointing  Carson 
Graham  of  Erie  as  chairman,  and  A.  S. 
Parmlee  of  Warren  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting 
of  two  from  each  county  in  this  congress¬ 
ional  district  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
examine  credentials  and  report  the  names 
of  delegates  from  each  county  entitled  to 
seats  in  this  convention, 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  committee  : 

Erie — Robert  Cochran,  W.  W.  Loomis. 

Crawford — James  Carlin,  Col.  John 
M’Arthurs. 

Warren — Thomas  Slone,  N.  W.  Good¬ 
rich. 

Venango~ Jonathan  Ayres,  Benjamin 
Power. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  chair  to  report  officers  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  this  convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  now 


adjourn  until  half  past  one  o’clock,  P  M,  at 
this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the 
reports  of  committees. 

Half  past  1pm 

The  convention  assembled  again  pursu¬ 
ant  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  offi¬ 
cers  for  the  organization  of  this  conventioa 
reported  as  follows  : 

CARSON  GRAHAM,  President, 

J.  R.  Snowden, 

W.  W.  Hodges, 

Joshua  Whitney, 

M.  Rosbiel, 

C.  B.  Curtis, 

John  Haslet, 

L.  M.  Chamberlain,  Vice  Pres’tS; 
Aaron  S.  Parmlee, 

C.  C.  Boyd, 

Jonathan  Ayres , 

James  M’Dowell ,  Secretaries, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President,  after  being  conducted  to 
the  chair,  returned  thanks  to  the  conven- 


2 


%<nn  for  the  honor  conferred,  in  a  speech  of  address  to  the  electors  of  this  congressional 
some  length  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  district. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  the  Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  now 
names  of  delegates  in  attendance  from  the  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  five  o’clock  P.  M. 
several  counties  made  report  as  follows,  at  the  court  house. 

which  was  unanimously  adopted,  Five  o’clock  p  m 

Eric  County — F.  W.  Miller,  B.  W.  Van-  The  convention  again  assembled  at  the 
sise,  C.  C  Boyd,  D.  Boyd,  E.  Lilly,  S.  L.  court  house  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Axtell,  J.  P.  Grant,  M.  J.  Kennedy,  J.  G.  The  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
Stranalian,  D.  V.  Stranahan,  Henry  Colt,  tions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  meeting, 
Martin  Strong,  Jr.  Smith  Jackson,  Carson  reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
Graham,  S.  W.  Randall,  M.  Rosbiel  Lu-  tions  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 
cius  Woodruff,  James  Flemming,  T.  Laird,  Whereas,  it  is  our  duty  as  freemen  of 
li.  L.  Harvey,  L.  Snell,  Col.  D.  Allison,  Pennsylvania  to  concentrate  and  unite  our 
Wm.  Allison,  Jr.  E.  IL  Davidson,  Mahar  energies  to  advance  the  happiness  and  pros- 
Wigton,  Geo.  Nelson,  R.  S.  Brawley,  J.  perity  of  our  country,  to  keep  burning  the 
Wilson,  A.  W.  Wasson,  W.  W.  Loomis,  sacred  altar  of  liberty  and  equality  which 
J.  B.  Milliken,  C.  K.  Matton,  L.  Brown,  jr.  were  erected  by  our  fathers,,  and  efKict  the 
Robert  Cochran,  Eli  Wood,  H.  Francis,  prostration  of  that  party  which  is  seeking 
W.  Aldridge,  James  Smith,  Chester  Ladd,  to  create  inequality  in  our  land  and  is  en- 
E.  Hill,  J.  Coon,  E.  Perkins,  H.  Abby.  deavoring  to  sap  the  foundations  of  our 
1  Crawford  county — James  M’Dowel,  jr.  republican  institutions  ;  and,  whereas*  an 
'Francis  Webb,  L.  M.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  unusually  important  election  is  now  ap- 
M’Laughlin,  Col.  John  M’Arthur,  Joshua  proaching,  in  which  we  find  our  old  ene- 
Whitney,  Charles  Brawley.  mies,  the  federal  party  are  strahuning  every 

Warren  county — By  the  call  of  the  cor-  nerve  to  secure  to  themselves  a  continuance 
responding  committee  every  democrat  from  of  the  ill  gotten  and  ill  used  power  which 
the  county  of  Warren  who  saw  fit  to  attend  was  procured  by  our  divisions  ;  and,  where-- 
was  a  delegate  ;  nevertheless  the  committee  as  to  effect  a  prostration  of  the  present  im- 
commenced  reporting  names,  but  found  it  becile  state  administration  and  secure  the 
impracticable  to  report  the  one  half,  there  triumph  of  the  principles  of  democracy,  it 
being  upwards  of  three  hundred  in  attend-  is  necessary  we  should  harmoniously  unite 
ance.  The  names  are  therefore  omitted,  in  the  support  of  such  candidatesas  are  pre- 
Venango  county — J.  R.  Snowden,  Bcnj.  sented  to  our  consideration  by  our  demo- 
Power,  John  ITaslett,  Clark  Ferry,  John  cratic  fellow  citizens,  Therefore, 
Vanallen,  Joseph  Porterfield,  Wm.  Neil,  Resolved,  That  we  will  continue  to  advocate 
James  Neil,  Jonathan  Ayres,  James  Thomp-  those  principles  of  democracy  which  were 
son,  Alexander  M’Calmont,  Wm.  Kinter.  taught  by  Jefferson  and  Jackson — principles 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  from  which  are  the  life  blood  of  American  liber-ty. 
each  county  be  appointed  to  draft  resolu-  and  which  il  adhered  to  will  advance  the 
tions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  thisconven-  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  country., 
tion,  Whereupon  the  following  named  per-  Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished 
sons  were  appointed,  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  capacity  of 

J.  R.  Snowden,  James  Neil,  S.  W.  Ran-  the  Pres  dent  of  the  Lnited  States,  and  be- 
dall,  Richard  S.  Brawley,  James  M’Dow-  lieve  the  measures  of  his  administration  are 
ell,  Charles  Brawley,  N.  W.  Goodrich.  calculated  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon 
Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  com-  the  community, 
mittee  of  two  from  each  county,  to  draft  an  Resolved,  That  we  will  use  all:  fair  ana 
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horo  -able  means  to  secure  the  election  of  able  and  spirited  manner..  His  remarks- 
David  R.  Porter,  because  he  is  honest  and  were  replete  with  point  and  pathos, 
capable,  and  is  the  candidate  of  the  demo-  The  following  resolutions  were  introdu- 
cratic  party.  ced  by  the  Hon.  Josiah  Hall,  and  unanim-- 

Rcsolved,  That  the  administration  of  Jo-  ously  adopted.  In  presenting  them  he  al- 
seph  Ritner  has  shown  itself  to  be  hostile  to  luded  briefly  but  pertinently  to  the, situation 
republicanism,  and  the  friend  of  corrupt  in-  of  political  parties  in  this  state,  and  to  the 
sthutions,  which  we  believe  are  calculated  vast  importance  of  the  approaching  contest, 
to  destroy  the  foundation  of  our  civil  liber-  and  then  to  the  momentous  interest  involv- 
ties.  ed  in  the  question  of  damning  up  the  Alle- 

Resolvcd,  That  his  profuse  expenditure  gany.  His  remarks  were  sound  and  con- 
of  the  public  funds  on  objects  not  calculated  vincing  aud  interspersed  with  a  rich  vein 
for  public  utility,  is  an  evidence  tiiat  he  of  humor.  He  was  followed  by  J.  R.  Snow- 
wishes  to  reward  his  friends  at  the  expense  den,  in  his  usually  happy  and  interesting 
of  justice.  manner. 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot  too  often  re-  Resolved,  That  the  Allegany  river  is  the 
cur  to  the  disastrous  consequences  produ-  only  avenue  of  the  trade  of  the  eastern  sec- 
ced  by  our  unfortunate  divisions  in  1835,  as  tion  of  this  congressional  district,  that  at 
thereby  we  will  learn  the  propriety  of  a  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  Joseph 
harmonious  and  active  union  and  concen-  Ritner  gave  his  approval  of  a  bill  authori- 
tration,  remembering  that  “in  union  there  zing  the  construction  of  a  dam  at  Kittan- 
is  strength ,”  in  disunion  defeat.  ning  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  ruin  the  nav- 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  igation  of  this  noble  river,  and  to  destroy 
to  the  people  of  this  district  watchfulness ,  Rc  trade  ot  our  country  forever,  and  that 
vigilance  and  activity;  as  our  enemies  are  David  R.  Porter,  in  the  Senate  opposed 
the  enemies  of  popular  rights,  and  they  are  this  obnoxious  measure, 
actively  and  insidiously  using  every  means  Resolved,  1  hat  the  most  effectual  way 
which  the  power  of  a  corrupt  administra-  of  abating* this  nuisance  is  by  removing  the 
tion  can  command,  to  defeat  the  popular  will  cause  that  authorized  it,  by  returning  Joseph 
and  coerce  and  deceive  these  who  are  th  Ri,.ner  to  his  home  and  by  electing  David 
friends  of  their  country.  R-  Porter  who  will  take  especial  care  that 

Resolved,  That  we  have  no  fear  of  the  the  obstruction  is  removed, 
result  of  the  coming  elections,  the  intclli-  On  motion, 

gcnce  of  the  people  is  a  sufficient  guaran-  Resolved,  that  we  have  viewed  with  re¬ 
ly  that  the  federal  contrivances  of  our  enc-  gret  the  indication  of  a  seism  in  our  ranks 
mies  and  their  foul  slanders,  will  result  in  in  relation  to  a  congressional  candidate  for 
their  total  overthrow  and  defeat.  this  congressional  district ;  but  are  happy 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  introduced  in  believing  that  all  difficulty  will  be  healed 
by  the  general  administration  in  relation  to  by  the  deliberations  of  the  convention  which 
the  Aerations  of  the  government  from  soul-  meets  this  day,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  use 
'"less  corporations,  meets  with  our  most  cor-  all  honorable  exertions  to  secure  the  suc- 
dial  approbation,  as  thereby  the  affairs  of  cess  of  the  candidate  who  may  now  be  put 
our  government  will  be  effectually  removed  in  nomination. 

from  the  improper  interference  of  monied  The  convention  was  addressed  by  S.  W. 
power.  Randall  and  F.  W.  Miller,  in  able  and  in- 

In  presenting  the  resolutions,  as  chair-  teresting  remaks,  in  which  the  opposition, 
man  of  the  committee,  James  R.  Snowden  their  measures  and  their  principles  were 
.of  Venango,  addressed  the  cenvention  ia  an  pretty  roughly  handled,  and  tho  principles 
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and  leading  measures  of  the  democracy  laid 
-before  the  convention  in  their  natural  and 
pleasing  garb. 

A  loud  call  was  made  for  James  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Venango,  who  came  forward  and 
addresseed  the  convention  for  about  half  an 
hour,  in  a  manner  which  did  credit  to  his 
"well  earned  fame  as  a  public  speaker.  1 
was  one  of  his  best  and  happiest  efforts. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  viewed  with 
much  pleasure  the  firm,  dignified,  inde¬ 
pendent  course  pursued  by  the  Warren  Bul¬ 
letin,  and  that  the  members  of  this  conven¬ 
tion  will  use  all  endeavors  to  sustain  the 
editor  in  his  onward  course,  and  that  those 
of  us  who  are  not  subscribers  will  subscribe. 

Resolved,  That  Josiah  Hall  of  Warren, 
J.  R.  Snowden  of  Venango,  Charles  Braw- 
ley  of  Crawford  and  Mahar  Wigton  of  Erie 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  raise  funds  for 
tne  purpose  of  publishing  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  convention  for  distribu¬ 
tion  throughout  the  district. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  con¬ 
vention  be  presented  to  the  officers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  their  polite¬ 
ness  in  the  use  of  their  church. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  con- 
ventiontion  be  tendered  to  the  citizens  of 
Warren,  for  the  hospitality  which  has  been 
extended  to  the  delegates  here  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  con¬ 
vention  be  tendered  to  the  President  and 
other  officers  of  this  meeting  for  the  able 
and  satisfactory  manner  with  which  they 
have  conducted  the  proceedings  of  this  con¬ 
vention. 

Resolved.  That  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  pub¬ 
lished,  and  that  this  meeting  do  now  ad¬ 
journ  sine  die. 

CARSON  GRAHAM,  President, 

J.  R.  Snowden, 

W.  W.  Hodoes, 

Joshua  Whitney, 

M.  Roshiel, 

C.  B.  Curtis, 

John  Haslet, 


L.  M.  Chamberlain,  Vice  Prcsidentae, 
Aaron  S.  Parmlce, 

C.  C.  Boyd , 

Jonathan  Ayres , 

James  M, Dowell,  Secretaries, 

ADD  RESS 

Of  the  Committee  appointed  t>y 
t!ie  Convention. 

Called  together  by  the  force  of  public  o- 
pinion,  acknowledging  an  anxious  wish  for 
a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  each  oth¬ 
er,  and  a  closer  interchange  and  communi¬ 
cation  of  those  sentiments  and  fellow-feel¬ 
ings  which  knit  so  firmly  together  the  vari¬ 
ous  and  distant  sections  of  our  glorious  Un¬ 
ion,  this  convention  would  not  discharge  its 
duty  to  itself,  nor  to  the  interests  and  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  counties  of 
which  the  delegates  here  convened  are  the 
humble  representatives,  if  they  did  not  ex¬ 
press  through  the  medium  of  an  address  to 
the  public,  the  same  sentiments  and  conclu¬ 
sions  which  are  the  good  fruits  of  political 
conventions  and  discussions. 

It  is  not  the  least  among  the  innumerable 
blessings  of  a  free  government,  that  the 
ppoplc  of  all  classes  mingle  freely  in  our 
political  discussions  ;  and  whether  dressed 
ifi  the  tinselled  trappings  of  wealth  or  cloth¬ 
ed  in  the  plain  and  stable  garb  of  industry 
and  honesty,  each  is  capable  of  making  his 
power  equally  great,  and  of  adding  equally 
on  the  final  canvass  of  suffrages,  to  the 
destinies  of  our  common  country.  With 
such  views  a  convention  of  near  four  hun¬ 
dred  young  men  have  met,  representing  the 
four  counties  which  compose  this  congres¬ 
sional  district,  and  if  they  know  a  feeling 
of  interest  which  prompts  them  in  tl?&  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  it  is  the  interest  which  arises  from  the 
fond  hope  that  themselves  may  enjoy  the 
glorious  career  of  this  happy  confederacy 
for  many  years  which  are  to  ensue — or 
from  the  terrible  thought  that  some  fortuit¬ 
ous  circumstance  may  blight  the  noblest  buds 
of  our  country’s  hope — lay  waste  the  splcn- 
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did  laurels  of  former  years — check  the  on-  the  savages,  when  scattering  through  the 
ward  career  of  greatness  and  glory,  and  wilderness,  looked  back  upon  the  still  burn- 
leave  our  present  beloved  and  thrice  valued  ing  council-fires  from  which  they  were  de- 
Union  a  splendid  wreck — a  mighty  ruin!  parting,  and  learned  their  onward  direction. 
To  heads  silvered  over  with  the  frosts  of  so  we  direct  our  onward  course  by  the  great 
many  winters,  whose  every  wending  step  land-marks  left  behind  us  by  our  forefathers 
seemed  a  closer  bending  to  the  grave  which  and  ourselves. 

must  end  the  frail  career  of  existence,  re-  Thus  we  learn,  from  the  experience  of  all 
flections  like  these  are  startling  only  as  they  governments  that  have  preceded  us,  that 
operate  upon  the  sympathies,  and  that  in-  there  is  an  indefatigable  principle  in  the 
nate  love  of  country  which  time  and  age  can  composition  ef  human  kind,  which  involves 
never  banish  from  the  throbbing  bosoms  of  them  in  a  continual  strife  for  the  acquisi- 
the  patriot.  But  to  the  young  and  ardent,  tion  of  power.  From  the  highest  to  the 
whose  stage  of  existence  in  all  human  prob-  lowest,  throughout  all  the  various  ramifica- 
ability  is  before  them  to  last  lor  many  years,  tions  of  life  and  society,  we  behold  this 
these  considerations  are  strengthened  from  sleepless  principle  ever  vigilant  and  active, 
the  noble  and  anxious  wish  to  be  citizens  of  R  js  for  this  reason  that  the  tendency  of 
a  country  of  which  they  can  exclaim  with  power  is  ever  “from  the  many  to  the  few.” 
pride  “this  is  my  own  my  native  land.”  He  who  has  gained  one  step  beyond  his 
It  is  but  a  brief  period  whichi  ha.s  as  yet  neighbor,  has  a  double  power  to  gain.  He 
tested  the  capacity  ot  our  inst  tutions  for  has  his  vigilance  and  industry  still  left,  and 
perpetuity  and  usefulness  to  the  people.—  that  can  be  applied  in  a  compound  ratio  by 
feages  yet  exist  who  saw  the  soil  and  its  the  use  of  the  acquisition  he  has  gained. — 
best  and  bravest  citizens  chained  to  the  From  this  reason  alone  our  government  has 
monstrous  yoke  of  despotic  power.  Heroes  more  to  fear  than  from  all  others  combined, 
still  live  who  periled  their  lives,  their  for-  Republicanism  consists  inequality  of  rights 
tunes,  their  sacred  honor,  their  families  and  anc[  privileges.  Take,  for  instance,  ancient, 
their  earthly  comtort,  in  the  tremendous  Rome.  In  the  days  of  her  infancy,  when 
struggle  which  gained  our  independence  ;  growing  into  power,  when  glorying  in  the 
and  we  should  be  wanting  in  the  noblest  fabulous  tales  of  her  humble  founder,  she 
principles  ot  patriotism,  if  we  could  easily  was  a  happy  state  and  the  people  were  com- 
forget  the  blessings  of  that  sanguinary  paratively  free — but  in  the  introduction  of 
struggle,  or  the  duty  we  owe  our  illustri-  0f  th0Se  principles  which  gave  wealth  its 
ous  sires  in  endeavoring  to  sustain  those  great  superiority  over  patriotism,  virtue  and 
good  institutions  of  republicanism  their  wis-  honor— we  behold  a  great  and  melancholy 
dom  reared  and  their  valor  defended.  change  in  their  political  condition.  Wealth 

Human  life  is  but  a  series  of  experiments,  gradually  withdrew  from  the  hands  of  the 
or,  perhaps,  we  might  with  more  propriety  many  and  enriched  the  coffers  of  a  few  art- 
sav,  experience  is  the  chart  of  human  life  ;  fuf  designing  men — the  government  became 
and  those  who  have  gone  before  us  to  their  an  aristocracy — the  people  became  vassals, 
graves,  would  have  lived  to  small  purpose  at  the  next  stride  the  whole  mass  of  power 
for  our  happiness,  if  we  could  not  be  per-  gathered  around  the  brow  of  a  single  man- — 
mitted  to  move  along  in  the  pathway  marked  the  government  became  despotic — the  peo- 
out  by  them,  and  gather  here  and  there  as  pfe  became  slaves  ;  and  then  proud  Rome, 
we  passed,  the  fragments  of  experience  cast  the  queen  of  the  world,  the  idol  of  its  peo- 
by  the  way  side  to  guide  us  aright.  From  pie,  began  to  decline  and  now  scarce  any 
these  fragments  of  experience,  we  learn  thing  is  left  but  its  dilapidated  ruins.  This 
the  pole-stars  of  our  political  compass.  As  not  cited  as  the  mere  melancholy  history 
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of  a  single  empire — its  parallel  can  be  found 
amidst  the  annals  of  power  in  every  coun¬ 
try,  whenever  it  is  suffered  to  steal,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  gradually,  no  matter  with  what  se¬ 
ductive  devices  from  “the  many  to  the  tew.” 

We  must  pause  here  for  one  moment  to 
deny  any  imputation  of  intending  to  pursue 
that  levelling  system  which  would  take  from 
industry  its  legitimate  earnings  and  give 
them  to  the  idle  and  improvident.  We  only 
ask  that  the  tendency  of  legislation  shall 
not  be  such  as  to  give  the  crafty  sche¬ 
mer  an  advantage  over  the  honest  and  in¬ 
dustrious  working  man.  We  hold  that  la¬ 
bor  is  the  basis  of  value  in  every  commodi¬ 
ty,  or  ought  to  be  so  in  every  government 
administered  upon  proper  principles,  and  if 
this  principle  were  fully  carried  out  there 
would  not  be  the  amount  of  discrepancy  in 
the  circumstances  of  men  which  we  now 
witness. 

To  recite  all  the  causes  of  opposition  to 
Governor  Ritner  would  render  this  address 
much  too  prolix  for  our  present  purposes, 
and  we  will  sum  up  the  whole  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  brief  reasons  :  We  cannot  support  Jo¬ 
seph  Ritner 

Because  he  evinces  a  reckless  determina¬ 
tion  to  interfere  with  and  denounce  and  vil¬ 
ify  the  national  government,  though  the 
fruits  thereof  may  prove  ruinous  to  our 
country. 

Because  he  holds  political  principles,  the 
triumph  of  which  we  consider  would  be 
fraught  with  the  most  startling  dangers  to 
our  free  institutions. 

Because  in  his  inaugural  address  he  ex¬ 
pressed  his  conviction  that  the  increase  of 
the  banking  capital  of  the  state  would  be 
attended  with  injurious  and  dangerous  con¬ 
sequences,  yet  before  the  termination  ef  the 
first  session  of  the  legislature  he  signed  bills 
increasing  the  banking  capital  of  the  state 
from  about  seventeen  millions  to  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars ! 

Because  he  signed  at  the  first  session  of 
the  legislature  an  appropriation  bill  of  a- 
bout  five  millions  of  dollars,  including  vari¬ 


ous  new  works,  among  which  was  the  Get¬ 
tysburg  rail  road,  and  at  the  next  session 
vetoed  the  regular  improvement  bill  con¬ 
taining  about  three  millions  because  it  was 
too  much. 

Because  he  has  taken  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  visionary 
scheme  of  completing  the  Gettysburg  rail 
road,  contrary  to  the  express  wishes  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  a  work  that 
will  cost  the  state  about  five  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  and  has  no  better  merit  than  that  it  runs 
five  times  past  Thaddeus  Stevens’  furnace 

Because,  by  this  and  kindred  projects  not 
connected  wpith  the  main  line  of  internal 
improvements,  he  has  added  nearly  six  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  to  the  already  enormous 
state  debt,  and  has  done  very  little  benefit 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

Because  in  his  course  as  Governor,  he 
has  been  hypocrtical  and  deceptive. 

Because  he  claimed  the  credit  of  repeal¬ 
ing  the  state  tax,  when  that  law  was  about 
to  expire  by  its  own  limitation. 

Because  he  claimed  the  credit  of  com¬ 
pelling  the  banks  to  adopt  the  measure  of 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  issuing 
his  proclamation  after  the  leading  banks  of 
the  cities  had  already  resolved  to  adopt  the 
measure,  and  would  have  commenced  on 
the  first  of  August,  had  not  the  proclamation 
prolonged  the  time  till  the  thirteenth. 

Because  he  keeps  around  him  as  cabinet 
advisers  a  few  individuals,  who  are  de  facto 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  has 
not  intellect  sufficent  to  discover  the  low 
chicanery  with  which  he  is  ruled  and  whee¬ 
dled  into  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
are  best  suited  to  their  notions  of  self  ag¬ 
grandisement.  • 

Because  he  permits  the  public  works  to 
be  prostituted  to  the  basest  of  party  purpo¬ 
ses. 

Because  industrious  laborers  are  dismis¬ 
sed  from  the  public  works  on  account  of 
their  political  sentiments,  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  their  places  are  filled  with  negroes  ! 

Because  the  letting  of  contracts  has  been 
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characterized  by  a  system  of  party  drive¬ 
ling  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Governor  of 
any  State. 

And  finally,  because  we  do  not  believe 
the  interest  or  honor  of  the  Commonwealth 
will  be  promoted  by  his  re-election. 

Fellow-citizens,  these  are  the  views  which 
have  been  adopted  by  your  delegates  in  their 
deliberation  in  the  convention  to  which  you 
have  sent  them.  .  With  the  expression  of 
these  sentiments,  wc  might  pause,  but  the 
invidious  attacks  of  party  malignity  seem 
to  require  at  our  hands  in  explanation  of  the 
motives  which  induce  us  to  support  David 
R.  Porter.  We  shall  support  him. 

Because  we  believe  him  worthy  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Because  in  every  instance  in  which  his 
sentiments  have  been  tested,  we  have  found 
him  uniform  and  consistent  in  the  support 
of  those  great  principles  of  republicanism, 
which  we  deem  paramount  to  all  others. 

Because  we  find  a  strong  evidence  of  his 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  people  in 
lus  vote  of  last  winter  to  compel  the  banks 
to  resume  specie  payments^on  the  16th  of 
May  last. 

Because  his  popularity  among  his  imme¬ 
diate  neighbors,  is  the  strongest  evidence 
we  can  have  of  his  fitness  for  a  public  sta¬ 
tion. 

Because,  amidst  one  of  the  most  desper¬ 
ate  efforts  to  destroy  and  ruin  his  reputation 
which  ever  disgraced  any  party,  he  stands 
unharmed  and  unscathed,  and  at  every  on¬ 
set,  his  enemies  have  been  compelled  to  re¬ 
tire  in  confusion,  shame,  and  defeat. 

Because  we  loo*  to  the  election  of  Da,vid 
R.  Porter  to  restore  Democratic  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  to  the  stand  she  has  heretofore  sustain¬ 
ed,  and  retrieve  her  character  from  the  deep 
and  damning  stain  attempted  to  be  cast  upon 
it  by  the  party  now  holding  the  power 
which  devolved  upon  it  by  fortuitous  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  we  all  deplore. 

Need  wo  urgo  you,  fellow-citizens  of  this 
district,  to  do  your  part  in  the  coming  con¬ 
test  }  Need  we  offer  to  you  arguments  to 


convince  you  that  the  approaching  election 
is  one  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  our  country  1  Need  we  point 
you  to  the  hundreds  of  unbought  freemen 
who  are  discharged  from  the  public  works 
where  they  were  seeking  an  honest  liveli¬ 
hood  by  daily  labor — whose  families  were 
dependent  for  bread  upon  the  proceeds  of 
their  industry,  but  who  have  been  driven 
from  employment  merely  because  they  dared 
to  hold  sentiments  adverse  to  the  political 
interests  of  the  dominant  party  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  1  Need  we  cite  you  to  the  hundreds 
who  have  been  offered  work  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  improvements,  if  they  would  aceept  it 
under  the  degrading  condition  of  renouncing 
their  political  sentiments  and  voting  for  a 
man  the  principles  of  whose  administration 
they  considered  at  war  with  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  country  ?  Need  we  call  to  your 
minds  the  manner  in  which  vacancies  occa¬ 
sioned  by  thus  discharging  freemen  too  in¬ 
dependent  to  be  bought — too  noble  to  be 
bribed,  have  been  filled  by  the  administra¬ 
tion,  which  hopes  by  its  measures  of  tyran¬ 
ny  and  despotism  to  hold  a  little  longer  its 
grasp  upon  the  public  crib  ?  Need  we  in¬ 
form  you  that  your  fellow-citizens — your 
brothers — your  friends  have  thus  been  dis¬ 
missed  and  their  places  have  been  filled  by 
negroes  ?  The  proof  is  on  record  and 
you  have  seen  it.  The  fiat  of  a  despotic 
administration  has  gone  forth,  and  the 
mother,  as  she  weeps  over  the  wants  of  her 
child — the  prattling  children  as  they  gather 
around  the  hearth-stone  and  cry  for  food — 
the  father,  as  he  hears  their  cries,  and  be¬ 
holds  the  mother’s  tears,  is  admonished  that 
his  independence  of  spirit  has  brought  him 
.to  .this.  Had  he  been  of  a  more  pliable  turn, 
had  ho  yielded  up  his  love  of  country,  his 
freedom  of  thought,  his  rectitude  of  purpose, 
his  every  thing  that  rendered  him  proud  of 
his  existence,  he  now  might  bo  in  posses¬ 
sion  <of  the  means  of  procuring  a  livelihood 
for  his  family — he  now  might  be  allowed  to 
labor  upon  those  public  works  of  his  state, 
which  are  now  allotted  to  hordes  of  negroes ! 
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What  a  commentary  upon  the  administra-  polls  when  such  acts  of  madness,  of  folly, 
tion  of  Joseph  Ritner  !  How  utterly  has  of  tyrrany,  nay  of  desperation  are  reducing 
he  stooped  to  acts  at  which  an  honest  mind  your  fellows  to  vassallage  and  ruin  and 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  shame  and  con- their  families  to  starvation?  We  know 
fusion.  How  plainly  has  he  demonstrated  you  cannot,  and  at  the  polls  we  will  join 
to  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  the  you — and  then,  before  that  dread  tribunal  of 
earnestness  with  which  he  is  grasping  after  the  people — where  corruption  finds  no  char- 
power  ;  and  how  conclusively  has  he  prov-  ity — where  vice  finds  no  mantle  or  covering 
ed  that  virtue,  patriotism,  honor,  integiity  — where  tyranny  finds  no  friends — we  will 
and  even  the  ordinary  sympathies  of  the  each  give  our  proud  and  independent  vote 
heart,  are  to  be  recklessly  sacrificed  at  the  which  shall  cut  short  the  little  day  of  power 
shrine  of  mad  ambition.  which  has  been  built  upon  the  mistaken 

Fellow-citizens,  can  you  stay  from  the  foundation  of  official  dictation. 


Ilf,  W.  CroodHch,  Printer, 


WARREN,  PA.  1833 


